
FIGURE 1.6
Examples of organizations, non-organizations, and non-classifiable entities.
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The following table shows examples of what are organizations– and what is not.

EXAMPLE CHARACTERR TRAITS

Organizations Companies, schools, or-
ganizations of volunteers, 
prisons, supermarkets.

Structure and common rules, interac-
tion with the outside world, members 
have clear affiliations, common goals.

Non-organizations A random group of people, 
single individuals.

No common rules or common  
objectives.

Non-classifiable 
entities

Families, gangs, groups of 
friends.

There may be common structures 
and common rules.  There may be 
common goals.

 

When we talk about organizations, it is almost as if they are living creatures; for 
instance, when we say “the hospital has released William”, “HMRC (Her Maj-
esty’s Revenue and Customs) thinks that I have paid £879 too much in taxes”, 
“Vestas sold a factory to the Chinese”, “the police came and took him away”, 
“The mafia controls the cocaine market”, etc. 

Organizations surround us, and most of us are even part of one or more. 
The pizzeria over at the corner is a small organization; the Danfoss Group is a 
large organization with many smaller organizations inside; the football club is 
an organization; and the kindergarten is also an organization. A family is not 
necessarily an organization, but yet one may consider that the four criteria 
mentioned above are met. The example on the next page illustrates this point. 
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