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Chapter 2

EXAMPLE

In the example below, the development that has taken place in society is illustrated 
by a specific example, namely the construction in New York of the Empire State 
Building in the 1930s and One World Trade Center in the period 2006-2014.

FIGURE 2.5 Data about the Empire State Building and the 2010s One World Trade Center.

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING VS. ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER
With an 80-year interval and a physical dis-
tance of 5 kilometres, two mighty New York 
skyscrapers: the 1930s Empire State Building 
and the 2010s One World Trade Center.

The main data for the two buildings are sum-
marised in the table below:

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER

Built 1929-1931 2006-2014

Construction Simple steel frame Advanced, extra strong steel frame with a 
concrete core 

Height 443 m (incl. Spire / antenna) 541 m

Number of floors 102 104 (plus 5 basements)

Number of elevators 73 73

Price 629 million $ (current $) $ 3.9 billion $

Floor area 208,879 m2 325,279 m2

Clad with Limestone Glass

Two brothers were in charge of the con-
struction of the Empire State Building – Wil-
liam and Paul Starret. They had previously 
been employed as timekeepers and were 
experts– with a stopwatch in hand – in op-
timising workflows and ensuring that every 
minute of workers’ time was utilized effi-
ciently. Not only did they demand much of 
the workers, but also of themselves. Thus, 
William died immediately after the Empire 
State Building was erected, allegedly due to 

overexertion. The brothers’ great efforts led 
to the construction being completed two 
months ahead of schedule and at two mil-
lion dollars under the agreed price.

The difference between the two build-
ings is evident. During the construction of 
the Empire State Building, the workers used 
no safety equipment. One misstep and they 
were done for, ending up, as one of them put 
it, “as a big blob on the sidewalk”. This was 
during the depression, and there were hun-
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