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Chapter 2

Science is organized knowledge. 
Wisdom is organized life. 

Immanuel Kant (German philosopher 1724-1804)

The discipline of organizational theory has changed throughout the ages, in 
line with the development of society. Thus, by looking at what is happening 
with organizational theory, we also get an understanding of the changes that 
happen to organizations and the surrounding society. There is an ongoing 
interaction between, on the one hand, the development of organizations and 
society (practice) and, on the other hand, research and the theoretical thinking 
of the organization.

Let us begin by looking at when we first in history see the signs of organizational 
theoretical thinking. Next, we seek to give an overview of the main areas – also 
referred to as ‘schools’ – within the organizational theory.

2.1 Socrates and Moses
One of history’s earliest examples of the mention of leadership and organiza-
tion can be found in the Bible (The Bible, 1992). The text is reproduced below.
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FIGURE 2.1
The interaction between theory, practice and research.
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