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Chapter 5

EXERCISE

and experienced participants would have been less inclined to be influenced by 
the group pressure. On the other hand, there have also been critics who believe 
that, in the real world, greater conformity could be observed than in Asch’s ‘arti-
ficial’ world, where the study participants did not have to collaborate afterwards.

Milgram’s experiment
Over a number of years, social psychologist, Stanley Milgram (1933-1984) 
carried out a series of experiments following Asch’s experiment. Milgram was 
a student of Asch’s at Harvard University.

Milgram began his experiments in July 1961 and published them in several 
turns (Milgram, 1974). Milgram’s intention was to find an explanation as to 
why so many people had tacitly accepted the Holocaust, the Nazi extermination 
of the Jews during the Second World War.

 

FIGURE 5.24 The setup 
for Milgram’s experi-
ments. 
Wikimedia
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ASCH’S EXPERIMENT
• Find and watch the video with Asch’s ex-

periment on YouTube.
• What is your assessment of Asch’s exper-

iment? 
 
 

• Have you experienced conformity – either 
experienced that others have bowed to 
group pressure, or felt the pressure your-
self and therefore bowed?

• How big a problem do you consider con-
formity to be today?
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FIGURE 5.24
The setup for Milgram’s experiments. Wikimedia� © Praxis – Nyt Teknisk Forlag 2020
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