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Surroundings

Sustainability is something that affects all people, which is why the UN has 
taken a number of initiatives in this area.

The UN Commission describes three ‘pillars’ of sustainability:

• Environmental sustainability includes, among other things, the preserva-
tion of environmental resources and the safeguarding of diversity, includ-
ing the protection of endangered animal and plant species.

• Social sustainability includes, among other things, improving daily life for 
as many people as possible by promoting equitable income distribution 
and gender equality, as well as ensuring equal access to land, employ-
ment, and education.

• Economic sustainability includes, among other things, the ability of an 
economy to produce results on a regular basis in line with long-term eco-
nomic development.

The correlation is shown in the figure below.

 

Examples of the three types of sustainability are provided given in the table on 
the next page.

FIGURE 7.14 The three 
pillars of sustain-
ability.
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FIGURE 7.14
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